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Mineral trioxide aggregate repair of lateral root 













is	 of	 root	perforation	during	post	 space	preparation	 in	 a	 right	maxillary	 central	 incisor	
that	 has	 caused	 an	 extensive	 periodontal	 lesion.	 Since	 the	 bone	 lesion	was	 large	 and	
unreachable	from	either	a	coronal	access	cavity	or	buccal	surgical	flap,	a	combination	of	
mineral	trioxide	aggregate	sealing,	bone	grafting,	and	intentional	replantation	was	used	
as	 the	 method	 of	 treatment.	 The	 patient’s	 symptoms	 ceased	 and	 the	 existing	 lesions	
resolved	during	the	5-year	follow-up.
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access	cavity	 (intracanal	 repair)	or	by	surgical	 intervention	2.	Many	materials	have	been	
used	 to	 repair	perforations,	 including	amalgam,	Cavit	 (3M	ESPE	AG,	Seefeld,	Germany),	
super	 ethoxybenzoic	 acid	 (super	 EBA),	 glass	 ionomer	 cement,	 and	 mineral	 trioxide	
aggregate	 (MTA).	 The	 success	 of	 these	 materials	 has	 been	 variable,	 but	 MTA	 shows	 a	
marked	improvement	in	the	prognosis	3.
This	 report	 describes	 the	 treatment	 of	 a	 lateral-palatal	 perforation	 in	 a	 maxillary	
central	 incisor	 using	 a	 combination	 of	 MTA	 sealing,	 bone	 grafting,	 and	 intentional	
replantation.	
Case report
In	 2003,	 a	 23-year-old	Chinese	woman	presented	 to	 the	 Endodontic	 Section	of	 Peking	
University	 School	of	 Stomatology,	 Beijing,	China,	with	pain,	 buccal	 swelling,	 and	 tooth	
mobility	 in	 the	 right	maxillary	 central	 incisor	 region.	There	was	 a	 history	 of	 root	 canal	
treatment	on	a	tooth	with	a	vital	pulp	and	post-crown	restoration	of	the	right	maxillary	
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loss	 of	 the	 labial	 cortical	 plate,	 was	 observed	 mesial	 to	
the	 right	 maxillary	 incisor.	 The	 tooth	 was	 extracted	 with	
minimal	 trauma	 and	 placed	 in	 a	 sterile	 saline	 solution.	
The	 perforation	 area	 was	 prepared	 by	 ultrasonic	 retro-
tip	 (P5	 Ultrasonic	 Retrotips;	 Satelec,	 Mérignac,	 France)	


















was	 absent	 at	 the	 6-month,	 1-year,	 and	 5-year	 follow-up	
visits	 (Figure	 3).	 However,	 at	 the	 6-year	 recall	 examination	
the	sinus	tract	was	again	noted	and	a	radiolucent	lesion	was	
present	at	the	repair	site	(Figures	4	and	5).	The	patient	had	
remained	 asymptomatic.	 The	 patient	 was	 referred	 to	 the	
central	incisor	3	years	previously.	The	medical	history	of	the	
patient	was	non-contributory.	On	examination,	the	maxillary	
central	 incisor	 exhibited	 grade	 III	 mobility	 with	 a	 swelling	
and	sinus	tract	on	the	labial	side	of	the	alveolus.	A	periapical	
radiograph	revealed	a	post	in	the	root	canal,	which	deviated	
to	 the	mesial	 root	 surface	with	a	 lateral	 root	perforation.	A	
large	 apical	 and	 lateral	 radiolucency	 presented	 adjacent	 to	
the	perforation	(Figure	1).	Owing	to	the	technical	difficulties	
for	 intracoronal	 retreatment,	 a	 combination	 of	 intentional	
replantation	with	perforation	 repair,	 curettage	of	 inflamed	
tissue,	and	bone	graft	was	planned.	The	guarded	nature	of	
the	 prognosis	 was	 explained	 to	 the	 patient	 and	 consent	
obtained.
A	 full-thickness	 mucoperiosteal	 flap	 was	 elevated	
under	 local	anesthesia	(Xylestesin-A;	3M	ESPE	AG,	Seefeld,	
Germany)	 extending	 from	 distal	 to	 the	 right	 maxillary	
lateral	 incisor	 to	distal	 to	 the	 left	maxillary	 central	 incisor.	
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results	in	increased	amount	of	bone,	periodontal	ligament,	
and	 cementum	 formation	when	 compared	with	open	flap	
debridement	in	a	canine	model.
The	 indications	 of	 apical	 surgery	 include	 the	 inability	
to	negotiate	the	canal	due	to	canal	blockages	or	nonsurgical	
revision	 resulting	 in	 significant	 destruction	 of	 dentin	 and	
compromising	 the	 tooth	 structure	 12.	 The	 patient	 in	 this	
report	had	a	metal	post,	perforation,	and	a	large	apical-lateral	
lesion.	 Apical	 surgery	 with	 bone	 graft	 was	 the	 standard	
method	of	treatment	indicated.	However,	for	root	perforation	
management,	 the	 lateral-palatal	 site	was	unreachable	 from	
the	surgical	opening,	and	therefore	intentional	replantation	
was	necessary	for	complete	sealing	of	the	perforation	by	MTA.
The	 main	 cause	 of	 failure	 in	 intentionally	 replanted	
teeth	 is	 external	 root	 resorption	 and	 ankylosis	 caused	
by	 damage	 to	 the	 periodontal	 ligament	 13,14.	 The	 ideal	
treatment	 for	 the	 avulsed	 tooth	 is	 to	 replace	 it	 into	 the	
socket	 as	 soon	 as	 possible.	 Regardless	 of	 the	 extraoral	
period,	 the	 age	 of	 the	 patient,	 or	 whether	 the	 tooth	 is	
intentionally	extracted	and	replanted	within	the	socket,	the	
prognosis	 is	guarded	because	the	 likelihood	of	 replacement	
resorption	is	high	12.	Regarding	our	patient,	the	presence	of	
















The	 foremost	 factors	 that	 determine	 the	 success	 of	 root	
perforation	repair	are	its	size	and	location,	the	time	elapsed	
since	 the	 perforation	 occurred,	 the	 presence	 or	 absence	
of	 infection,	 and	 the	 sealing	 ability	 and	 biocompatibility	
of	 the	repair	material	 1,3.	The	main	goal	of	management	of	
a	 perforation	 is	 to	 arrest	 the	 inflammatory	process	 and	 to	
preserve	the	healthy	tissues	at	the	site	of	the	perforation.	If	





for	 repair	 of	 root	 perforations	 must	 be	 biocompatible,	
nontoxic,	 insoluble	 in	 the	 presence	 of	 tissue	 fluids,	 and	
capable	 of	 promoting	 regeneration	 of	 the	 periradicular	
tissues.	Based	on	 the	outcome	of	 some	 studies,	MTA	 is	 an	
excellent	material	 for	 the	 repair	 of	 perforations	 at	 various	
levels	of	the	root	5,6.
The	successful	treatment	of	a	periapical	 inflammatory	
lesion	 depends	 on	 reduction	 and	 elimination	 of	 the	





site.	 Bone	 grafts	 and	 barrier	 membranes	 can	 be	 used	 to	
achieve	optimal	healing	and	regeneration	of	the	periapical	
defect	 area	 after	 degranulation	 of	 the	 lesion	 7-9.	 Several	
recent	studies	10,11	have	shown	that	treatment	of	perio-endo	
lesions	 using	 biodegradable	 collagen	 membranes,	 alone	
or	 in	 combination	 with	 an	 organic	 bovine	 bone	 matrix,	
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